One of the more literate ^ixonians imd a continuing defender duepit himself 
bavin.; ixa-n bugv d when in the White House without rhyme or re anon is William A* 
Seffire* Saffiro b .can© a hew York Tim es columnist. His capitulation column 1 8/12/74) 
mis ed the iliorent and linyoriny paranoia of vliiy Saffiro, defender to the end, 
called Nixon* s "epitaph: " . . * those who hato you don’t win unless you hate then ~ and 
then you destroy yourself . " Of this curse upon his world of gnomic d Snff ire said it 
"showed that the und^rlyiri;,; lesson of Watergate had finally sunk in,” 

How vor, elsewhere Saffiro did imdorstand, jin did others, when there was nothing 

UvlY 

loft to hide or protect except the continuing g .wc^ -up, which remained unexposed. When 
Mixon capitulated to what liad become the inevitable, it was les; ; embarrassment to Ids 
loyalists to admit w3i&t they had understood call alouy blit all alony had staunchly 
refused to say, electing 1 loyalty to a political figure chose* irna&ined beliefs wore 
close to their own over loyalty to the obligations of writers to inform tin. pools. 

Saffiro siad it well in two gBtacans parneroahs he ni ; Jit b ttor Imvc written 
earlier and could have because it was obvious save to those who would not see: 

"In retrospect, all the maneuvers his supporters considered so ill-advised in 
’ •stabli .*hin Ids inaocunco rain an intelligent pattern when viewed as a means of 
preventing revelation of his yuilt. Ke Mciow/’^hc iuiow that there: warn proof//// 
that he’Sncw*; and all his action;, for the last year, from the firing of Archibald 
Ooze to tiler rejection of subpoenas in the f disci; /based app 1 to th* Supreme Court 
wo rt) absolutely consistent. 

"Ho wonder, then, he would allow no lawyer to listen to th tapes; he was stnllin 
for tire and playing for br calcs, and on such a course there was nobody h.. could trust 
without nrdciny idea a co-conspirator. Hr. Ninon was never indocicavo, never floundered, 
as so many of us. had anguished: hie- plan was to protect th- tapes at all costs, end 
t! ndr cost was all.” 

To the bitter end - and the end was bitter- the bitte r-enders defended themselves 
and in condcroniuy Nixon for too little they condemned 3dm loss than personal honor a 
and integrity demanded, xt was not Nixon’s ’’actions for the last y ar” but lii r * actions 
for the nor than two years of The Watergate a.,ony. From the first. Nixon "knew” 
not "from the firiny of Archibald Cox," which was los than a year earlier, but from 
the moment Ids new : war. can, jit said Id and his others be yen a systematic series of 
interrelated criminal acts to obstruct justice. 

Hitter end for a S&ffirox means not drill) a the cup. 



In the r;vici nee Nixon had to release himself - mid it w& effective in ending 

further revelations tb-t would liavo boon more revelatory, evon nor., incri. in&ting - 

was 

Shore wors at most less than a week of that nor than two years before Nixon, 
personally, negan comiiittiny v/luit Nixon, personally, in ic- . to lx. criminal acts# She 
June 2J, 1 97.2 tapes is ov^ inJieliidii;; proof of conspiracy, of obstructing justice and 
of misprison of felony# 



In tho bitt '/rnes: of his end Saffire synthesizes a oort of principle not unlike 

A ' A afia loyalty for Jus guttered hero# It is, of course, true that "xhoro was nobody 

h- could trust without maki n : him a co-conspirator." But this was unly not to 

be loyal to those, he would trust, to protect thciafrorn becoming part of his crime# 

siled 



Bytha time JolinDoan went to jail on Kcotembcr p? 1974, h< was the 14th of thoscywlid 
served 

had and had remained faithful to Nison until ho aloir had made it impossible 

for then to continue. Keeping: secrets from did not keep Dean from become a 

co-conspirator . It yuariuito . d that ^oan would become and continue, to bo a criminal# 
Nixon alone, mad a criminal of the willing Dean whose willin n-ss was not selfishness 
but was loyalty to a trusted loader. 

In avoiding making other d co-conspirators Nixon was not being an honorable ruan# 
His sole iiit-.r at was in protecting himself no matter how many others paid tb, price 
for liiia# lie had loss principle thou the avorgac com ion street-crime criminal# 

00 , wh-.-n Hixou finally admitted that Dixon was guilty, Ids defenders who had 
protected him from tile consequences of his guilt Italic d 1dm as a principled man and 
admitted shut they finally had no oltoxviativ. but to admit, that ho was guilty but 
of less than ho had already admitted; that he "knew" he war. guilty of of so much 
less that h - and they both Inow lie hud been guilty of long* r th n the Saf f ir-r 1 s 



admitted. 

Nixon in disgrace had ih rod rug rolled out for him as b flew off to ids 
imagined Vlaluilla. f llu- Buff ir . . , in th ir disgrace, rollwcd the rpinted re d rug out 
not for him but for th -rise bo n, to hid-., tb nselv from themselves and to prctcxid that 
they, ton, wore unaware only "because of all the maneuvers’ 1 only "so ill-advised in 
establishing Ids in occnco. " inwhich Ids 11 supporters 11 had faith# 



naked 

When their/ roaperor strutted in vdiut ho procliamed the most b-autiful of rairnunt 
imagined 

they reveled in his and its/bjauty.He said ho was beautiful, they said ho wn . beautiful* 
And onco Micir indeed emporor could no longer avoid sayiii he was ar naked as ho 
liad boon all alon ;, they lt ju ntod lie had abused their trust in snyin, he was so 
mrai-^fic ntly d.ckod out, tJv.it they lmd not seen ho was naked, that he hud deceived 
then* 

Bv.’Uis and Kov&k did tlx na:i . till n:;« (Colur.in of 8/7/74, Post) They found tliat 
"The tumultuou: anger of the House Republican clOcda' , oom , ‘ was "matched by silent 
despair inside the White House stor.iriiiig; from a common source :A11 had been ebtrnyod 
miu deceives, by tin President* 11 

General Hal;;, who had be n firin' ; it for do long, they claimed had not known 
of that u smoid.il,.; gun" of Kironhs personal guilt until t hree, days before they wrote 
tliat column* 

It simply wasn’t true* 

It was not llixon who had betrayed them* It is they who betryiayed tin country 

to keep in power a man tlioy had to know was guilty of many crimes© He did not 

deceive thorn* merely made it possible for them to continue to deceive th laailvcs 

political 

while they, espousing what they saw as Ms Reliefs, continued with him, as S&ffire 
out it, "wan stallin'; for tine end praying for breaks *" 

Their ; guilt and their guilty knowledge we: not dependent upon las confession* 

It Is not lii confession that made: then a arc of all th, crimes of which each in his 
way was part whether or not strictly criminally guilty under the United States Codes* 
Their ethical and moral guilt is as offensive as their legal guilt* His conforxicx 
morelt made it impossible to pretend any longer that h was not guilty. Then each, to 
protect himself, alleged the cbtrayal of lojnelry and faith* 

^iius each hid himself from himself, Ills guilt from las own recognition ox it, 
and protended a non-existent, a totally impossible innocence from a betrayed trust. 

They Iv-.d not been ! *d coivsd by th President, ” as Evans and ifovalc tried to explain 
away their personal an special guilt* lior had they deceive d themselves. Even Hoan was 



aw a ro from the very bc^nijLrx*; that what he- wan doiny van crirdhxalo Hr; wan rmn enough 
to adroit it <md not to biUuao it on ^ixon. Ho did not deceive Iximself and the others 
and he wore not deceived by Hixon. They nov.de d no "snokin ; ;jun. H The r ealities of their 
official lives denied thoniynorancc and the. innocence they could claim by innocence, 
that h - ' ‘hadbot rayed and deceived 11 them* 

Thev ars the. deceivers, th ey the ebtrayers. 



Their responsibility is not xxx to a man but to nation and a trust. They 
deceived the* nation, they obtrayed their trust. 

Blamiiiy in on hixon im:j thoir final betrayal of the public trust, their latest 



il, em otion. 



It is tin-, deceit and the betrayal of trust that each practised in put fin ; th 
protection of a criminal if not a dangerous ill President in th day of nucl o-r power 
ahead of all <-l sc that endangered the nation more than did the crimes they conspired 



to hide* 



Without this from so vast a number, the nation wou&dhr.vc been spared the ayony 
of more thm too years of The Viator yate and the terrible suffering it made, more 
terrible because it was perpetuated * 'without this the economic disaster inevitable 
when all of federal po w >r is bint on protecting a yuilty President would or at 1 act 



could have been avoided. Hixon would not have be; n able to mid:., all those ruinous 
d als to Jc op himelf in pon-. r and the economy need not hav... yonc to hell* 

no, Haidsnan 1 s had smoked for almost a yvar when Haiy took it in hin own hands. 



There was no innocence for liaijn end the i:mi junior x±x%z Hniys. They dc v what they 
were doin ; and they did v?hat they did from a dedication to th autlioritsdAsJ&isin they 
preferred and a hixon symbolised to them. H their hope, not their betrayer or 



deceiver. 



Their yuilt is personal, rests on tli 



ir shoulders, not Hixords, 



as it should 



on their consciences. 

Thoir intent war. not to protect the nation. It was to chan ;; the order/ as they 

cou,d no other nay. This may to thorn have been r rvice to their principles and hopc-r; 
but it van not service to the. nation. 



